
 

EYFS TOPIC PLANNER 

Summer 1 
 

 

 

 

 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development: 

Can play in a group, extending and elaborating play ideas. 

Initiates play clues for peers to join them. Keeps play going by 

responding to what others are saying or doing. Joins in with 

family groups and small group activities. Plays with peers.  

Begins to except the needs of others and can take turns. Plays 

games in small groups. Can share the nursery resources 

without adult support. Can tolerate delays when needs are not 

immediately met. Daily activities in the indoor and outdoor 

learning environments.  

Can usually adapt behaviour to different social situations. 

Children can change behaviours in PE, Nursery, Indoors and 

Outdoors.  Is more outgoing towards unfamiliar peoples and 

confident in new social situations. Assembly, visitors to 

nursery, link events with KS1 and KS2.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Communication and Language: 

Listens to stories with increasing attention and recall. Joins in 

with repeated refrains. Focuses attention. Children listen to the 

stories and join in. They are beginning to respond to and retell 

the stories they have learnt. Children can answer questions 

about what they have heard.  

Begins to understand why and how questions. Children can 

listen to the question and responds appropriately. Children 

learn about a variety of animals and can answer questions 

about them. 

Builds up vocabulary that reflects a breadth of their 

experiences. Children can use the correct vocabulary for 

animals and their habitats. Uses talk to connect ideas. Uses talk 

to connect ideas, explain what is happening and anticipate what 

might happen next, recall and relive past experiences Children 

use ‘and’ and ‘because’ etc when talking.. Uses a range of 

tenses. Children can hold a two-way conversation with adults 

and peers. Children experience a variety of activities and 

stories linked to animals.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Expressive Arts & Design: 

Engages in role play based on own first hand experiences. Children act out 

their own stories based on their own interests. Builds stories around toys. 

Uses available resources to create props to support play. Role play, small 

world, daily activities indoors and outdoors.  

Captures experiences and responses with a range of media. Children can 

use paints, crayons, pencils and art resources correctly and effectively.  A 

range of creative activities linked to animals.  

Joins construction pieces together to build and balance. Uses various 

construction materials. Explores various construction materials. Can 
achieve a desired effect. Can follow a plan or template.  

Explores sounds and colours and how they can be changed. Children 

regularly explore instruments and learn how to use them correctly. Children 

can tap out a repeated rhythm.  

 

 

 

Literacy: 

Begins to be aware of how stories are structured. Can talk about what happens at the 

beginning, middle and end of a story. Listens to stories with increasing attention and 

recall. Can retell a story or answer questions about it. Describes main story settings, 

events and principle characters.  

Looks at books independently. Handles books carefully. Knows information can be 

relayed in the form of print. Holds books the correct way up and turns pages. Knows that 

print carries meaning and in English, is read from left to right and top to bottom. Explores 

a range of books and texts. Can tell stories from the pictures. Pretends to read text within 

the book. Enjoys exploring and range of fiction and non-fiction texts. 

Sometimes gives meaning to marks as they draw and paint. Dicsusses what they have 

drawn or written. Ascribes meaning to marks they see in different places. Recognises 

names and familiar logos in the environment.  

Texts to cover: 

Dear Zoo 

Giraffes can’t dance 

A squash and a squeeze 

Rosie’s Walk 

 

 

 

 

Physical Development: 

Runs skilfully and negotiates space successfully, adjusting speed or 

direction to avoid obstacles. Children can explore outdoor envviroment 

and PE sessions safely and without knocking into equipment or peers. 

Observes the effects of activity on their bodies. Children know what 

changes with their bodies when they do exercise.  PE sessions, gross 

motor sessions, garden sessions, outdoor learning sessions.  

Uses one handed tools and equipment. Children can manipulate 

playdough, use pens, pencils and scissors. Holds a pencil near point 

between thumb and two fingers, no longer using a whole hand grasp. 

Uses mark making equipment using tripod grip. Can copy some letters. 

Fine motor activities, daily name writing, finger gym, dough disco.  

Dresses with help. Jumpers, coats etc. 

 

 

 

Understand the World: 

Children know about similarities and differences in relation to 

places, objects, materials and living things. They talk about 

the features of their own environment and how environments 

may vary from one to another. They make observation of 

animals and plants and explain why some things occur, and 

talk about changes. Children explore indoor and outdoor 

activities. They can talk about what they can see and what 

might change. Children talk about a variety of animals and 

living things. They learn about the animals and where they live. 

Discuss what is the same and what is different etc.  

Complete a simple computer program – children are able to 

interact with age appropriate programs on the IWB and IPads.  

 

 

 

 

 

Maths: 

Knows that numbers identify how many are in a set.  

Shows and interest in numerals in the environment.  

Shows an interest in representing numbers.  

Compares two groups and says when they have the same numbers.  

Uses positional language.  

Uses shapes appropriate for task.  

Beginning to talk about the shapes of everyday objects.  

 

 

 

Safeguarding and Wellbeing: 

Children know about how to use the resources safely.  

Children can manage personal hygiene independently.  
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